
Summer News ’18 WALDORF SCHOOL of Lexington

Climb Every Mountain
Anyone who knows this year’s crew of seventeen eighth graders—and 
saw their incredible performance of The Sound of Music—knows that 
these kids will indeed climb every mountain. We doubt there was a 
dry eye in the house as a packed assemblage of family, friends, faculty 
and staff celebrated the Waldorf School of Lexington’s 36th graduating 
class on June 16. We are pleased to share excerpts from the outstanding 
speakers who made us laugh, reminisce, grab a tissue, and put our 
hands together for the class of 2018.

Mary Ross, Parent, Class of 2018
Class of 2018, whether you’ve been here 
for one year, five, or ten, you have each 
received some unique gifts from this 
school,  and I want to highlight a few that 
mean something to me. 

First, it isn’t every school that teaches you 
how to knit, sew, embroider, and sculpt 
wood. One of the reasons that you’ve 
been blessed with these many years of 
handwork and woodwork is to show you 
that you can accomplish what you set out 
to do. When positive change happens in 
this world, whether a law is enacted that 
protects the rights of innocent people, or a 
cure for a disease is developed, it happens 
because people saw a good idea through to 
fruition. And you know how to do that!  

Second, you have all learned to understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of yourselves and your 
classmates AND to accept and value the whole 
of each other. That is no small thing in this age. 
Imagine what this world would be like if everyone 
approached each other with understanding and 
loving hearts. May you keep that gift close. 

Third—and perhaps most important to me—is the 
gift of being in a place where the adults around 
you believe in something. I wish to express my 
deepest gratitude to the entire faculty and staff at 
the Waldorf School of Lexington, for in my view 
you have achieved a paradise, where people move 
with passion and purpose. This passion, or belief 
system, that thrives here is felt the moment you 
arrive—in the way the grounds are kept, on the 
chalkboards that portray glorious works of art; it’s 
in the color on the walls that conveys a lightness 
and beauty of spirit. Perhaps it’s best witnessed in 
the happiness of the teachers and staff themselves. 
My dear students, because of this school’s belief 
system, your days here have been imbued with art, 
music, nature, and a curiosity about and passion for 
life.   That is what a belief system can accomplish. 

I hope you take these gifts with you wherever you 
go. Remember to enjoy your journeys, and may 
God bless you always.

This education has been an investment in 
our children’s future, but it has also been 
about joining a community of people who 
share values, who support each other as 
we raise our children together, and who 
appreciate the Waldorf movement as one 
that speaks to the developmental needs of 
children.

— Irit Tamir, Parent, Class of 2018
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Congratulations, Class of 2018!

Irit Tamir, Parent, Class of 2018
Waldorf education has spurred the 
development of your imaginations, 
from puppet shows in the Parent-Child 
program, to kindergarten walks in gnome 
valley, to your recent field trip to the 
Museum of Fine Arts. Your imagination 
is what will solve the problems of 
tomorrow. Igniting the curiosity to 
learn and wonder is at the core of this 
school’s work—and you have all been 
beneficiaries of it. Take that curiosity and 
wonder with you as you embark on your 
next educational path. Congratulations, 
Class of 2018.

Matt Mueller, Class of 2010
Waldorf has a sneaky way of forming 
well rounded people—they lovingly force 
you. They make you learn instruments 
and woodworking, sing, paint, and knit. If 
these skills aren’t cool, I don’t know what 
is. I have impressed more of my friends 
in college saying I could knit than I have 
with anything else I learned in school. Be 
proud you went to a Waldorf school. You 
are lucky to have had a nontraditional 
education that will prepare you for high 
school and beyond in a way that other 
schools cannot understand or approach. 
You are the cool ones. Waldorf is a part 
of what makes each of you unique in a 
world that needs more people with a 
Waldorf education.
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Isabel Ames   Arlington High School
Lucy Bunnage   Concord-Carlisle High School
William Campbell   Bedford High School
Ariana del Angel-Flores  Lexington High School
Felix Diaz   Arlington High School
Keefer Glenshaw   Cambridge Rindge and Latin
Adele Hartt   The Rivers School
Samuel Lyons   The Rivers School
Julia McSweeney   Cambridge Rindge and Latin
Ian Milko   Northfield Mount Hermon
Zeno Minotti   Cambridge Rindge and Latin
Claire Morse   Melrose High School
Fletcher O’Donnell  Cambridge Rindge and Latin
Luca Restuccia   Waldorf High School
Livia Souza  Waldorf High School
Ariel Tamir-Pinsky   Arlington High School 
Ashley Wright   Lexington High School

Off to High School
We give our heartiest congratulations to the Class of 2018  

and wish them the best in their journeys forward.
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Alumni Class Notes
2002
Mara Gabriesen Cohen: I welcomed my first child, Emma 
Sophia Cohen, in February of 2018.  

2010
Lindsey Currier:  I went to Bedford High School and just 
finished my third year at the University of Chicago. I’ll be 
getting a degree in economics and math, and will likely take 
a couple years off to work before going to graduate school for 
economics. 

Chloe Goldstein:  I attended Concord-Carlisle High School, 
and I’m going into my senior year at Emerson College. I’m a 
journalism major with a marketing minor. I spent a semester 
studying in Barcelona, Spain, and in July I will be leaving to 
study in Sydney, Australia. I currently direct news for 88.9 
WERS, Emerson College’s radio station. I plan to enter the 
media world once I graduate.

Piper Montesi:  I am at Drexel University, majoring in 
economics, and will graduate in 2019. I currently work  
on local elections in Philadelphia. 

Matthew Mueller:  
I have one more year at 
Syracuse University to 
complete my BFA in 
acting and am studying 
acting for theatre and 
film. This summer I 
am going to LA for 
an internship and an 
acting class through 
Syracuse. I will then 
spend my last semester 
of college in New York 
City and stay there after 
graduation. That’s the plan! I love to hear about alumni events, 
and I still treasure my Waldorf education greatly! 

2012
Mia Kania: I just finished my sophomore year at Scripps 
College in Claremont, California. I’m interested in 
environmental policy, music, and theatre. Hope all is  
well at Waldorf!

Olivia Sheena: I am finishng a gap year travelling 
internationally and plan to attend the University of British 
Columbia this fall.

Eva van Dijk:  After Waldorf I moved to Sydney, Australia. I 
spent a year at Killara High School and two years at St. Andrew’s 
Cathedral School, where I completed the IB Diploma. I’m now 
in a Bachelor of Advanced Science program in pre-medicine 
at the University of Technology Sydney. I’m currently hoping 
to go into clinical microbiology, although this changes all the 
time, so I’ll probably have a different dream tomorrow. 

2013
Lily-Nou Bradtke: I am at the Culinary Institute of America 
in Hyde Park, New York, studying baking and pastry. Earlier 
in the year I went to Portugal by myself doing a food rescue 
volunteer program. I loved it, and how it tied into food. 

Isabel Cleary: I just finished my first year studying journalism 
at University of Maryland College Park. 

Jason Seeger:  I’m playing soccer and majoring in economics 
at Bates. Last summer I worked as a real estate agent.

2014
Michelle Beaudette: I just graduated from Lexington High 
School and will be attending Northeastern University in 
the fall. During my first year at NEU I will be in a special 
entrepreneurial leadership program called “Continue.” After 
that I want to study special education and hope to one day 
open my own clinic for people with special needs. During 
the summer I’ll be working at Trader Joe’s in Burlington and 
saving money for college. 

I took German from 1st through 8th grade at WSL and 
continued taking German in high school. I participated in a 
German exchange program for three weeks, where I attended 
high school classes in Germany and traveled to Berlin. This 
summer my German exchange partner is coming to visit for 3 
weeks. I’m really looking forward to seeing her! 

I have great memories of WSL. I made some of my best friends 
there and still see them. Many of my special memories are 
from my 8th grade trip. We spent time working on a Native 
American reservation. It was helpful to do hands-on work 
there. 

Oliver Cotran: I just graduated from Lexington High School 
where I was very involved in the music program and was a 
member of the LHS Jazz Septet. I play guitar. This summer 
I’ll be working at Via Lago in Lexington and will be going on 
a family trip to the Pacific Northwest in July. In the fall I’ll 
be attending Vassar College, where I plan to study political 
science. I remember Waldorf well. One of my favorite elements 
was the music education. I really enjoyed it, and it had a huge 
impact on what I decided to do in high school. The Waldorf 
music teachers—Ms. Bartell, Mr. Dickson—are all great!

Amelia Turner & Matthew Mueller, ’10
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Caroline Dressler: I’ve spent a lot of time running track and 
cross country at Arlington High School, playing in the honors 
and full orchestras, and fiddling.  Last year I was the National 
Junior Scottish Fiddle Champion! I also love participating in 
the youth group at my church, Arlington First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist. Last summer we did an awesome climate change 
themed service trip to Pittsburgh! My WSL classmate, Guilia 
Hable, and I performed with the Boston Pops in June, 2018. 
I’ll be attending Tufts and New England Conservatory for a 
five-year combined degree program this fall.

Editor’s Note: Guilia Haible, Caroline Dressler, and Ava 
Montesi—all former WSL students and member of the band 
Scottish Fish—were winners of the Fidelity Investments Young 
Artists Competition. This June they had the honor of performing 
onstage at Symphony Hall, accompanied by the Boston Pops 
Orchestra, in a concert that also featured Sutton Foster, the Tony 
award-winning Broadway star.

Owen Graham-O’Regan: I just graduated from Lexington 
High School, where I played football for four years. I stopped 
playing football because I got too many concussions! I’m 
feeling fine now and joined a competitive bicycling team 
based in Wellesley. It’s a road racing team, and the races vary 
from 20 to 100 miles. I will be racing and working at Lexx this 
summer to save money for college. I’ll be attending Trinity 
College in Dublin, Ireland, this fall, where I plan to study 
behavioral economics. I remember the sense of community at 
WSL and have fond memories of the people in my class. I got 
to know them well over eight years and still see some of them.

Natalie Krieg: 
I just graduated from 
Cambridge Rindge and 
Latin, where I was on the 
dive team and played viola 
in the string orchestra. This 
summer I’m working at the 
Honeycomb Creamery in 
Cambridge. In the fall I 
will attend Simmons College, 
where I want to create my own major related to fashion 
and genetics. What I remember most about WSL is the 
community—you feel very welcomed, like a big family. The 
style of teaching focused 
not only on the facts, 
but also on your 
interpretation and how 
you would get to the 
answer. I have a wider 
view of how I solve 
problems and what I do 
to get to the result.

Henry Sieber: I was 
the League All-Star in 
ultimate Frisbee.

Ryan Welsh: Last summer 
I worked as a camp 
counselor at the Boston 
Sports Club. I play hockey 
all year long, including the 
summer. I am interested 
in architecture. My 8th 
grade project was on building 
a house, and ever since I have been interested in this field. I was 
accepted at a number of different university architecture and civil 
engineering programs but have decided to play junior hockey in the 
fall with the East Coast Wizards. Many colleges recruit from junior 
hockey teams, and I’m really hoping to play college hockey. This was 
a hard decision, but I really want to give hockey a try!

2015
Phineas Potter: I am at Bedford 
High School. I have a band now, 
and I make some income busking 
with them.

2016
Gino Abrams: I’m currently 
attending Lexington High School. 
I participate in a couple of different 
chamber music groups and take 
viola and piano lessons as well.  

Ella Baker-Puttini: I am presently 
attending Concord-Carlisle High 
School, and I aim to go to culinary 
school in Europe. I’d like to be a 
food critic, or health food and 
fitness expert and travel blogger. 

Isa Lundstrom: My main hobby right now is playing soccer!

Hanna Polyak:  I am a rising junior at Belmont High 
School. In the fall, I run cross country, and have made lots 

of new friends through it. I participate in Belmont High’s 
Performing Arts Company: improv, the musical, and 
everything in between. I have a job at Belmont Books, the 
local bookstore in Belmont. This summer, I went to Peru 
with my dad, and I am going to camp and the Cape, along 
with working. I have stayed in touch with all my classmates 
from Waldorf, and am even going away with some of them 
this summer!

Anna Warren & Natalie Krieg, ’14

Milo Rossi & Henry Sieber, ’14

Sra. Rios & Phineas Potter, ’15 
Gino Abrams, ’16

Maeve Kydd & Hanna Polyak, ’16
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Many members of the Class of 2017 came back for the East Lexington Fair. From left to right: Zoe Habel and Colin Cheng;  
Harald and Fynn Jueppner; Abigail and Margaret Arndt; Willa Potter, Sofia Congram, and Zoe Habel.

Kim DeAndrade & daughter Solana Johnson, ’07; Lisa Berland (’00, ’02, ’04) & Jaquelin Harris (’93, ’97, ’01); Elan Cannon ’15

Parents from the Class of 2014 – Stacey Zawel, John Rossi,  
Jack & Nancy Sieber, Amelia Turner and Anne Cotran

Max Levine & Gino Abrams, ’16

Michaela Palumbo-Christ ’09, Meike Faber ’09, and Alex Greenwald Theresa Green Ruggiero ’94 & kids

We’d love to hear from you! Send news & photos to development@thewaldorfschool.org.
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Board Transitions
by Amanda Bosh, Board President

As Board President, I am pleased to announce five new 
members to WSL’s Board of Trustees. After reviewing 
a strong group of nominees, the following community 
members have been elected to serve on the Board:

Marc d’Anjou  Venkat Thiruvallur
Guillermo del Angel Christian Weeks
Luke Mitcheson 

This diverse and talented group includes Waldorf alumni 
as well as current and alumni parents. We welcome their 
perspectives and broad skill sets to the team. 

The Board would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to 
the following trustees who ended their term with the 
Board this year. Throughout their terms, they have 
been dedicated to communicating and advancing the 
school’s mission through their hard work, professional 
perspectives, and skills; their generosity has been 
instrumental to the Board, and we will miss them.

Paulo Milko
Irit Tamir

Where They’re Headed
• Boston College 

• Connecticut College (2)

• East Coast Wizards, Junior Hockey

• Ithaca College

• Jefferson University

• New England Conservatory (2)

• Northeastern University

• Oberlin College

• Pennsylvania State University

• Simmons College

• Suffolk University

• Syracuse University, Maxwell School for 
Citizenship and Public Affairs

• Trinity College, Dublin Ireland

• Tufts University

• Vassar College

• WMS Wettingen School of Economics

Best Wishes Class of 2014

A Waldorf wedding—xxx, daughter of long-time nursery 
teacher Mary Beth Melton and class of xxx, wed xxx this 
May. Classmate xxxx was one of the beautiful bridesmaids.

A Waldorf wedding – Sarada Hernandez ’97, longtime nursery teacher Mary Beth Melton’s daughter,  
and Keith Martell were wed in the Great Meadows, with Kai Matson, ’99, one of the beautiful bridesmaids.
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Executive Function: Tools for 
Learning, Skills for Life
Featuring: Dan Levine, president of executive function 
tutoring center Engaging Minds

Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2018

What is executive function and 
why is it so important? According 
to Harvard University’s Center 
on the Developing Child, “When 
children have opportunities to 
develop executive function and 
self-regulation skills, individuals 
and society experience lifelong 
benefits. These skills are crucial 
for learning and development.” 
Through the introduction of new strategies, ongoing practice, 
and the support and guidance of parents and teachers, all 
children can strengthen these important skills. In this talk, 
Dan Levine demystifies executive function and breaks it down 
into its component parts. Participants will leave with a deeper 
understanding of executive function, along with concrete 
strategies to implement for each of the critical executive 
function domains.

Dan Levine is the president and founder of Engaging Minds, 
an after school learning center that specializes in strengthening 
executive function, problem solving, and study skills.

Reclaiming Childhood in a  
Digital Age
Featuring: A talk with Richard Freed, author of Wired 
Child: Reclaiming Childhood in a Digital Age

Date: Wednesday, October 17, 2018

Children and teens urgently need 
our help navigating today’s digital 
landscape of video games, social 
media, and smartphones—which 
many kids just can’t put down. Join 
Dr. Richard Freed as he explains 
why technology poses the risk of 
addiction, how important family is 
for kids in resisting these pressures, 
and how to raise happy, healthy 
children in the digital age.

Richard Freed, Ph.D., is a child and adolescent psychologist 
and a leading authority on raising children in the digital 
age. His insights have been featured in The New York Times, 
Medium, The Atlantic, on NPR, and other media platforms. 
He speaks internationally to parents, teachers, and health care 
providers on how to promote children’s well-being in this age 
of machines.

Redefining the Family Table
Featuring: Mia Moran, author of Plan Simple Meals: Get 
More Energy, Raise Healthy Kids, and Enjoy Family Dinner

Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Create a stress-free kitchen on school days, workdays and 
holidays. With long work hours, after-school activities and easy 
take-out options, the odds are stacked against busy families 
trying to live healthy lives. We end up with picky kids who have 
a hard time falling asleep, and overwhelmed parents who end 
up resenting time at the grocery store and in the kitchen. 

Author Mia Moran is passionate about food and provides 
solutions that help the whole family eat clean and together. 
When this happens, kids thrive at home and at school, and 
parents connect more deeply with their children, find ease 
in the kitchen, and many times 
experience more clarity at work.

Mia Moran is a gluten-free mom 
of 3, author, and speaker who 
makes time to eat right—and 
shows time-strapped families 
how they can too. She is creating 
a movement of parents who 
embrace healthy living through 
small, doable changes.

2018–2019 Speaker Series

Also Join Us for These Great Events!
November 21 Grandparents & Special Friends Morning

November 23 Alumni Volleyball Game

November 30 Jingle & Mingle Wine Reception and 
  adult shopping night

December 1 Holiday Fair

March 2  Mendenhall Benefit Concert

April 27  Spring Party & Auction

You can keep up with events at WSL on  
our website at thewaldorfschool.org/calendar.  

Alumni & alumni parents are always welcome back!
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Interview with Don Grace
We had a chance during the 
summer’s first heat wave to chat 
with incoming School Director Don 
Grace and learn a bit more about 
him. Mr. Grace is excited to start 
work at WSL on July 16th and 
begin getting to know faculty, staff, 
and the parent community. Here are 
some highlights from our interview:

WSL:  Don, you’ve led a number of independent schools, 
from Glen Urquhart and Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall, to Blue 
School in New York City, an unusual startup founded by 
Blue Man Group, and most recently Thacher Montessori—
plus a number of others. With such a diverse and extensive 
background in education, what drew you to the Waldorf 
School of Lexington?

DG:  Great question! First let me say how delighted I 
am to be joining the Waldorf School community. My wife 
Catherine and I had the chance to see the 8th grade class 
put on The Sound of Music, and we were blown away by the 
students’ theatrical and musical skill, as well as the spirit and 
camaraderie of the whole group. I was also impressed by the 
energy and dedication of everyone I met during the interview 
process. This is clearly a very special school.

I was attracted to the Waldorf School of Lexington by its 
mission, core values, and faculty leadership. I also gravitated 
to the emphasis on nature, screen-free classrooms, and 
creativity—and that is the short list. 

Over the years, I have been energized by being a learner in 
each whole-child school I have led. I am very excited to learn 
more about Waldorf education, as I join with others to help 
WSL grow and evolve.

WSL:  You recently attended the annual conference of the 
Association of Waldorf Schools of North America (AWSNA), 
whose theme was “Social Justice: Exploring Place, Race, Class, 
and Gender in Waldorf Education.” How was that experience?

DG:  The conference was outstanding. I greatly enjoyed 
spending time with Robert Schiappacasse and faculty members 
Jeanette Voss (chair of the College of Teachers) and Lauren Smith 
(chair of the Professional Development Committee). I look 
forward to working with all three and with board, faculty, staff, 
and parent leaders on an effective transition when I arrive in July. 
At the conference, I was struck by the commitment of Waldorf 

leaders throughout North America to professional development, 
equity and justice work, and learning through community.

WSL: If you had to pick one trait that characterizes your 
leadership style, what would it be?

DG: Collaboration. I thrive on connecting with others 
around a shared passion for creative education. Schools are 
wonderfully complex organizations, with many voices and 
talents. I relish the process of helping a school find harmonies 
between new and veteran perspectives.  

WSL: Rumor has it you are a rabid Red Sox fan and can 
play some mean licks on the clarinet. Can you confirm these 
rumors, and is there anything else you’d like folks to know 
about you?

DG: I am indeed a huge Red Sox fan and have been for 
many years, long before they reversed the curse in 2004. I also 
love playing improvisational clarinet, including accompanying 
a student performance here and there. And I can’t wait to 
return to biking on the Minuteman Trail. Wishing everyone a 
refreshing summer!

WSL: Thanks, Don—same to you!

AWSNA Focuses on Social Justice
By Jeanette Voss, rising 5th grade teacher and chair of the 
College of Teachers

Nearly 100 years ago, out of the devastation of World War I,  
Rudolf Steiner founded Waldorf education as a distinctly 
social endeavor. AWSNA’s 2018 summer conference boldly 
questioned the execution of this premise in Waldorf schools 
today, with the theme of social justice.

At the conference, titled “Social Justice: Exploring Place, 
Race, Class and Gender,” keynote 
speakers Dr. Linda Williams of the 
Detroit Waldorf School and Neil 
Boland of Auckland University 
challenged the assumptions of the 
450 teachers and administrators 
attending, encouraging us to 
become awake to “the other.” 
continued on page 1144

Dr. Linda Williams of the 
Detroit Waldorf School
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Gift of Lightroot
The Waldorf School’s biodynamic garden area of 12 raised 
beds down by the pond now features a 13th, very distinctly 
raised bed, a tall box with lovely green vines growing 
vigorously skyward. This unusual agricultural item, gifted to 
us by Lila Terry of Cambridge, is called lightroot, botanical 
name dioscorea batata. It is a type of long, white Asian yam, 
specially identified by Rudolf Steiner as a plant that carries 
remarkable amounts of “light ether.” He saw that this vital 
energy in food was already beginning to diminish in his time, 
and that it would be ever more needed in the future.

Lila encountered lightroot some years back, while visiting 
Germany, and happened to stroll through a biodynamic field 
where it was growing. She was impressed with its immediate 
effects on her. Many people experience that even small 
amounts of it, eaten raw or cooked, can be very helpful in 
restoring vitality. Medicinal preparations are also made from 
it. Lila brought some lightroot home with her and began 
growing it in these tall raised boxes at the Old Frog Pond Farm 
in Harvard. Now she has moved the boxes and distributed 
them to various places. She had a special hope to have one 
established and cared for here at the Waldorf School of 
Lexington, and we were more than happy to receive it!

The lightroot is grown in this tall box so that the roots can be 
easily harvested, as they are fragile and can be as long as three 
feet. A panel on the front of the box is removed, and the organic 
soil is carefully scooped out in order to harvest the tubers.

They will get very good care here, in the perfect full sun 
exposure that they need, alongside our other biodynamic 
beds. Thank you, Lila!

Andy Freeburg, WSL’s gardening and woodwork teacher, Lila 
Terry, and Dan Emerson installing lightroot in May.

Expanding Access to Waldorf 
Education
A Waldorf-inspired non-profit preschool  
in Lynn takes off
As WSL gets ready to begin its 48th year, we want to share 
the uplifting story of a growing educational initiative 
rooted in Waldorf values, not far from us as the crow flies 
but often a world away.

Cairn Hill, an education non-profit, was founded in 
2012 by WSL former longtime early childhood teacher 
Margaret Ris, alumni parent and former board member 
Cheryl Dressler, and Dr. Daniel Bekele—all of them 
educators determined to bring the transformative power 
of the arts to young learners in urban and multi-ethnic 
communities using nature, story, music, and the hands-
on approach inspired by Waldorf education.

In 2017, the Cairn Hill Nature Preschool opened in Lynn, 
a UN-designated refugee resettlement community that 
welcomes a diverse population, including immigrants 
from many lands. The school is sited on a wooded hilltop 
that overlooks Spring Pond and includes nature trails to 
beautiful woodland spots. 

Many members of the WSL community have supported 
Cairn Hill, including parents, alumni parents, and staff. 
WSL’s class teachers and music teachers have also gotten 
involved, bringing students to Cairn Hill for music and 
theater performances.

To learn more about this great initiative, visit 
cairnhillpreschool.org.
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AWSNA Social Justice, continued
Many recent events worldwide have shown that the need for 
social justice is just as great today as it was during the times of 
Martin Luther King, Gandhi, the French Revolution, all the 
way back to the beginning of humanity all over the globe. It 
is up to us to recognize our blind spots, consider our hidden 
biases, and interpret the Waldorf curriculum in a way that is 
meaningful to the places and peoples we represent.

The term “Eurocentric curriculum” was sounded again and 
again during the conference. How can we expand who and 
what our curriculum represents?

Keynote speaker Neil Boland 
shared that in his home country of 
New Zealand, the state supports 
the Maori language by helping 
schools to teach this Polynesian 
language. The topic of language 
led to another question: Do we use 
language that is inclusive in terms of gender, race, ethnicity, 
and social class? We need to answer this question in order to 
be inclusive as a school community.

The conference closed with suggestions, not recipes, of what 
can be done. All of us as individuals have to find out what we 
do not know. Whose voices are not being heard? We were also 
encouraged to remember the power of relationships. This is 
important both on the personal and the institutional levels.

As Waldorf schools continue to evolve, we must rededicate 
ourselves to Steiner’s founding theme of social renewal. 
Together we can help foster innovative solutions for the future 
of Waldorf education.

From the Admissions Office
My summer kicked off with a terrific conference for admissions 
directors hosted by Independent School Management. Twenty-
three admissions and enrollment directors from around the 
world gathered to share ideas and learn more about how our 
work can best serve the schools that we love. This workshop 
was wonderful for me for two reasons: 1) Connection: I now 
have a group of colleagues with whom to share ideas and 
strategies. 2) Community: I was reminded of how closely my 
work with future families is linked with our current and past 
school community. I look forward to continuing to strengthen 
the parent-school partnership to provide our students with 
the best possible educational environment. Meeting people 
from different schools with varying missions also reminded 
me of the myriad reasons that I love working here at WSL. I 
wish you all a wonderful summer and look forward to seeing 
you in September!  — Kate

Summer Book Corner
Here’s what WSL’s faculty and staff are reading and recommending 
this summer.

I just finished Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt. He describes 
growing up without the bare minimum of food or clothing, 
and losing many siblings to death from poverty. Frank has 
to figure out a life for himself, surviving what would seem 
unbearable to us. His determination makes us understand 
that we could always have higher goals. A glorious book, with 
humor even in the darkest moments. — Catherine Steiner

I am reading a wonderful book by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
called Braiding Sweetgrass. Kimmerer is a trained botanist, 
as well as a Native American with a deep consciousness and 
appreciation of the plant world. She describes her connection 
to the living world out of emotions and traditions, wisdom 
from her tribe and as a scientist. It teaches me, in a time of 
disconnect from the natural world, to appreciate and connect 
differently with the nature around me. — Christa Clark

This summer I read a super inspiring book, Grandma Gatewood’s 
Walk, about the first woman to walk the Appalachian Trail 
back in 1955, at the age of 67. She didn’t have a tent or a 
sleeping bag, her backpack was a denim bag she had stitched 
with a drawstring, and she walked in Keds. And that is just the 
beginning of how amazing her story is! — Laurel Kayne

My son hiked the AT from Georgia to Maine, and I enjoy 
reading about AT adventures. I just finished Scott Jurek’s 
North: Finding My Way While Running the Appalachian Trail.  
This book is as much about the psychological growth and the 
teamwork needed to accomplish a new record as it is about a 
solo, physical journey. I have also been uplifted by Outcasts 
United, a story about a Jordanian woman’s inspired quest to 
create competitive youth soccer teams composed entirely of 
refugees relocated by the United Nations. It is one of my top 
ten books of a lifetime. — Don Grace

I am grateful to the colleague who shared The Autobiography 
of Malcolm X with me. His life story is humbling, challenging, 
and worldview shifting. I recommend it highly.   — Kate Woll

I just finished Calypso, David Sedaris’s new set of essays.  
I loved it—he is funny and wise and thinks about the tough 
questions, and has a way of musing about things that reminds 
me of Jerry Seinfeld. He makes me laugh. — Betsy Peck
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