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Diversity Book Club 
	

In September, 2018, the Diversity Book Club (DBC)—a monthly book club at WSL for parents, 
faculty, staff, and alumni—commences its third year reading and discussing important books 
related to our times. Under the large, varied umbrella of “diversity,” this PCA-sponsored book 
club focuses on books that help create a strong community that is both inclusive, as well as 
celebratory of all racial, ethnic, socio-economic, religious, gender, sexual, political, competency, 
and cultural backgrounds.  
 
We select books that intentionally serve as a springboard for important dialogue around diversity, 
inclusion, and other topics that are important to our school. Sharing individual opinions and 
perspectives about the same piece of literature, the DBC feels, is a vital component to bringing 
forth and making this dialogue accessible.  
 
The DBC welcomes anyone interested in reading a wide-range of literature as an entry point to 
generating open and thoughtful dialogue as a means for extending community conversations 
around issues of diversity. It's commonplace that our discussions often end with the question, 
"What can we do right here at WSL?" 
 
In addition to our monthly book selections—decided at the end of each month’s discussion—we 
also share articles, essays, book reviews, research, TED Talks, children’s books, information about 
local events & workshops, and other relevant work via our DBC Google Group. Many working 
parents and parents with young children who cannot regular attend the book discussions really 
appreciate being able to follow along electronically, often reading and sharing our book 
recommendations with others, attending events, and propagating dialogue in other community 
settings.  
 
Inspired by the monthly book discussions, DBC members also arrange and attend workshops, 
events, and book readings together as additional forms of education and action. For example, the 
DBC collaborated with the Parent Education Committee to bring Debby Irving (author of 
Waking Up White) to WSL, attended author Bryan Stevenson’s (Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption) sold-out presentation at Harvard University, partook in local book readings of 
Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: An American Lyric, participated in a day-long training with Dr. 
Beverly Tatum, attended the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, brought guest speakers to 
WSL who attended the opening of the National Memorial for Peace & Justice in Montgomery, 
Alabama, and more! 
 
In January, 2018, the DBC also spearheaded a WSL book drive to benefit the MLK Day of 
Service in Cambridge, collecting over 525 books that were distributed to local shelters and 
literacy programs in Cambridge. The DBC plans to collect books again in January, 2019, so 
please start saving your new and gently used books. 
 
Copies of all of the DBC’s monthly book selections may be borrowed from the PCA’s Lending 
Library, located outside of Homespun on the lower level of WSL. 

https://groups.google.com/d/forum/wsl-diversity-book-club
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2018–2019 BOOK DISCUSSION DATES 
The DBC meets once per month on the following Fridays from 8:15–9:45 a.m. in the school 
library.   

• September 14  
• October 12  
• November 9 
• December 14 
• January 11 
• February 8 
• March 8 
• April 12 
• May 3 
• June 7 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Jen Minotti:  jenminotti@hotmail.com 
Susan Cody:  s.cody@thewaldorfschool.org 
 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE DBC GOOGLE GROUP to receive further information by clicking on 
this link:    
 
BOOKS WE READ IN YEARS 1 & 2 

• Waking Up White (2014) by Debby Irving  
• Between the World and Me (2015) by Ta-Nehisi Coates    
• Giovanni’s Room (2013) by James Baldwin 
• Ceremony (2006) by Leslie Marmon Silko 
• Hillbilly Elegy (2018) by J.D. Vance 
• Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family (2016) by Amy Ellis Nutt 
• Another Brooklyn (2017) by Jacqueline Woodson 
• The Glass Castle: A Memoir (2006) by Jeannette Walls 
• Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone 

(2017) by Brené Brown 
• Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption (2015) by Bryan Stevenson 
• White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide (2017) by Carol Anderson 
• All American Boys (2017) by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely 
• Heart Berries (2018) by Teresa Mailhot 
• Blind Spot: Hidden Biases of Good People (2016) by Mahzarin Banaji and Anthony 

Greenwald 
• Small Great Things (2016) by Jodi Picout 
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